NCLE John entered Robert Duck-

wurth’s grovery shop al Slopper Lane,
aciar Pendle Hill, wih s weekly Tuim
produce: hutter amd  cpps e hived ot
=1 ower Giills,” _a small-holding near the
village. AL this period g century @igd il
was conpnonplace for o bamer 1o dehiver
prowduce and at the same b buy thise
onds e could nul prodoce at T

When Uncle Jahn ondeed soine griseet -
ses, young Francis Duckworth the sun of
Robert - hastencd 10 mahe up the order.
The Duckworth Funly had  moved 1o
Stopper Lane from the village of Rinnglon,
where Francis was born on Cl st day;

2 18627 I was al Sropper Lane that his
mother dad died, which meant that at 12
years of age he had 1o leave school, and
help out in the business. :

©Unele Juhn, a devoul Wesleyan Meth-
adist,- wiis also a ‘cellist ol repule, At that
fiwe an orehesira m:::mn_u:miu:ll'llw hymn=
.'an'h,i_!lF-'l. at the weekly services, Stopper Lane
chapel Dad become the musital centre ol
the distiict v :

folin began (o debate with others n the
shaay the et ils of hynin-wiilers, EXPressing
a fose ber the  older  gencration. 2 15
Vb atls wads the linest, he suid Raising his
Dty with @ Nourishe e lensently recited
4 he Do a Watls's liynut: *Jesus shall.

= pergn where «r the sun! He repeated the
— Jaal trce waiids with a special emphasis.

At Wty Lol e cunception; he saud
miore i onte e thin a lot ol them say In
o whole hyin,” dechared  Uncle John,
Fooovie is g bavarth never Fowr el the Ii'hll'l
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This TuneWent Round the World

A plaque in memary of
Rimington-born
musician and hymn-

. writer Francis

' Duckworth, who was

born on Christmas Day,

1862, has been placed

over the doorway of the

former Methodist Chapel

in the village. The

. plaque was commission-

. ed by the local Women's
Institute. Duckworth's
hymn-tune Rimington
has been sung in every
land.

P o R T

on his Face, 1t made such an npression
_on iy youthful mind -that there and then
I resolved tat il ever | composed a e
1t would be to Dr. Walls's greal words," lie
wits later 1o secall, The une wionild e

- Rinnngioin,

' Nu I for 30 years would the ambition be
- pealised.  Aler a guarier's  nlusic
lessons - forwhich Father pavid 10 shullingy -
Francis begun to play the new organ al

cspapper. Lare, his repertoire consisting of

~anly Tohr lunis. :

= O was i time ol gread socinl changes. The

curowing towns ol the Lancashoe collun

“helt attracted i sduals aod Ganilics Do £

e villiges. Calel and Joshua Duckworth,
* birothers of Francis, lell Stopper I ane fur
CColne. where they seeved  their tme ay
drysalicrs. :
Francis, aged 20, maved o Burnley Lo
work Tor @ cousim who was a tobacconsy,
and then he went o Colne, For six years
he worked Tor lis brother Joshua in the
printing business
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‘The opening bars of “Riminglon are inscribed on Duckworth's tombstone at Gishurn,

Lhe memory of carly days i a villige
procer’s shop wis so pleasant he ok o
provery business i Markel Street in THEY,
He expanded it unul he was o prominent
wholesaler with good connections in Colne,
Barnaldswick, Farby, Trawden and Burrow-
Jund.

Another early interest that endured wus
music. He was largely sell-irained. A little
vime after his arrival in Colne, he was
:llll‘”'*“““' deputy  organist - and — later
organist al the Albert Road church; when
he resigned in 1929 he seversed the normal -
cireumstances and, instead of accepling a
wilt, he made a handspnie donation 1o the
church,

e acyuired @ Mustel organ 1o Turther
his miusical interests. When le visited the
premises 0 a Londiin fiem which announced
Vhere wirs @ Mustel for sale, he was shown
round by an old man who drew up st ool
andd - began 1o extempaoiise The elderly
i wars stll playing an hour luler when
pwi SITRITEETS citered the room, One of
heny,, by coincidence,  was  Monsicur

pustél, who was on his fisst visil 10
I’ug_ld;lll- :

rEHE hymin tune Rimugion was published
]. i 1904 and sung for the lirst tune at
the Colne Whitsuntide  processions. The
liyinn was an immediate success. Francis

Duckworth lived 1o see it become a world-
widde Tavourile, Tor Dr. Walls's “Jesus shall
reign where'er (he sun™ commended it 1o
the  missionary  socicties.  The  London
Missionary Society even included Buning ton
in 4 hymnal of the Sinebele language for
the use of tribes in South Alrica.

The tune came in the heyday of religious
gatherings, being sung at Halifux by
40,000 people and ai Nelson by a crowd of
20,000, It became a-special favourite with
bandsmen and, recorded mady tines (once
by Besses o' th' Barn), it featured in soime
curly broudcasis,

Francis Duckworth is now assochited
with a single hymn tune, though he wrole
many Irnu:iuul works, some ol them
appearing m The  Rimingron  Hymnal.
Contemporaries were Handel Parker of
Shipley, who wroie Deep Harmony, aml

* Robert 8. Thornton, of Skipton, composer

ol ..-ﬂlifnm_.'ii_m. a selling of “Sun-alCmy soul
thou saviour dear.”

Francis Duckworth died at his home
in Colne n 1941 and was buried in the
Anglican churchyard nearest lis beloved
Rimington, that of St. Mary the Vigin,
Gisburn. The music of Rimingten was
inscribed on his tombstone.
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